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Common Ground Relief Wetlands Project Application
Mission of Common Ground Relief: to provide short-term relief for victims of hurricane disasters in the gulf coast region, and long term support in rebuilding the communities affected in the New Orleans area. Common Ground Relief is a community-initiated volunteer organization offering assistance, mutual aid and support. The work gives hope to communities by working with them, providing for their immediate needs and emphasizes people working together to rebuild their lives in sustainable ways.

Common Ground Relief provides volunteer opportunities that focus on restoration of the Louisiana's coastal wetlands. These projects include marsh grass and tree plantings, nursery propagation, and other activities that aim at growing out plant material and using it to restore coastal salt marshes, swamps and bottomland hardwood forests.  

This application is designed to provide information for volunteer groups interested in participating in a wetlands restoration or nursery project and allow those groups to provide the necessary information to Common Ground Relief (CGR) to determine what type of project is available and appropriate. 

GROUP INFORMATION

Group Name: ______________________________________Number in Group: _______

Group Leader Name: _______________________________________________________

Group Leader Phone Number:________________________________________________

Group Leader Email:_______________________________________________________

Age Range of Group (minimum required age is 14): ______________________________

Date(s) Available to Volunteer: _______________________________________________

Group/Organization Address: ________________________________________________

FEES FOR PROJECTS

Nursery Projects - There is a fee of $10.00 per person per day for nursery projects. Nursery projects include plant propagation, potting, and general maintenance at one of our Wetland Restoration Nursery sites.

Planting Projects - There is a fee of $35.00 per person per day for plantings, which includes plant material, equipment, supervision and administration.  Plantings take place in a wetland area within an hour drive of New Orleans.
GulfSavers Project – There is a fee of $50.00 per person per day for GulfSavers Projects. In partnership with the Restore the Earth Foundation, Common Ground Relief has begun restoring wetland ecosystems in the Gulf of Mexico that were impacted by the recent Deepwater Horizon oil spill. Projects are limited. Please inquire about availability. 
FEES FOR HOUSING

There is a fee of $20 per person per day for volunteer housing.
Common Ground Relief provides communal housing for all registered volunteers. We offer either a bunk bed, a cot, or space for your sleeping pad/mat. It’s first come, first serve. Bring your own bedding, e.g. sleeping bag and pad. We do not offer camping options.

Shared bathrooms, with hot showers are available on-site, along with laundry facilities
Common Ground Relief will provide three meals per day, which includes vegetarian choices. Strict vegans and vegetarians may want to bring dietary supplements such as vitamins, power bars, peanut butter etc. Food allergies can be accommodated, just indicate any allergies on your application and notify the kitchen when you arrive.

Arrival date:_________ Departure date: __________

TOTAL FEES
   
Nursery Projects: 

$10 x __ volunteers x __ days = $____
+ 
Planting Projects: 

$35 x __ volunteers x __ days = $____
+ 
GulfSavers Projects:
$50 x __ volunteers x __ days = $____ 
+ 
Housing Costs:

$20 x __ volunteers x __ days = $____
TOTAL………………………………………………………= $____

REQUIREMENTS OF THE VOLUNTEER GROUP 
· Communicate regularly with Common Ground Relief’s volunteer coordinator, especially when changes affect dates, group size, age and abilities of the group members. 

· Pay a non-refundable deposit of 25% of the proposed project fee in order to reserve a date. This deposit must be accompanied by signed contract.

· Pay the balance of the project fee by check or money order no later than two weeks prior to the project. FAILURE TO PAY BY DUE DATE WILL RESULT IN A CANCELLATION OF THE PROJECT.

· Provide vehicles for ground transportation, including proper insurance coverage. 
· Arrive at the project site on time. 

· Bring sunscreen, reusable water bottles, bug spray, first aid supplies, signed waivers and lunch for all of the volunteers that will participate in the project.

Initial: ___________

SERVICES PROVIDED BY COMMON GROUND RELIEF 

· Common Ground Relief will coordinate the planting/nursery project and logistics.

· Common Ground Relief will provide an introduction to the crisis of land loss in Coastal Louisiana and the specific site that volunteers are working to restore. This also includes an overview of safety protocols and instructions on the methods to be used to working with plants for the project. 

· Common Ground Relief will provide all of the plants and the equipment needed to work with plants for the project. 

· Common Ground Relief will also provide boots for volunteers on planting projects; however, we suggest that if possible you bring your own. 
SAFETY

Planting projects take place in the wetlands of Southeastern Louisiana, so it is possible you may encounter animals such as alligators, snakes, nutria, biting insects, etc.  The planting projects require physical labor including shoveling, lifting, and carrying plant materials. Nursery projects, while not as physically demanding as plantings, also have associated risks.  These include encounters with insects such as black widow spiders, fire ants, and mosquitoes.  


Volunteers are required to sign waiver forms for all projects.

Initial: ____________

Please make sure you have read the entire application.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS AN APPLICATION AND DOES NOT GUARANTEE YOUR PROJECT DATE. 

If your application is approved, a contract will be sent to you to reserve your project dates.

Please return the application by mail to 

Common Ground Relief

ATTN: Wetland Restoration Coordinator

1800 Deslonde St. 

New Orleans, LA 70117

Or by email to 

wetlands@commongroundrelief.org

PLEASE ALLOW UP TO 2 WEEKS FOR A RESPONSE!

Thanks for taking the time to tell us about your group.  We will be in touch.

Checks should be made payable to Common Ground Relief.

